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Overview 
The Sustainability CommiƩee met on September 25, 2025 to discuss current and 
upcoming iniƟaƟves that support waste reducƟon, sustainable transportaƟon, and 
climate educaƟon across Burnaby schools. This year’s focus includes district-wide 
recycling and compost implementaƟon, creaƟve reuse projects, and collaboraƟon with 
post-secondary and community partners. 
 
Key Updates & IniƟaƟves 
 
1. Recycling and Compost Rollout (All Schools, 2025–26) 
 

 District-wide rollout of recycling and composƟng programs is underway. 
 Schools are encouraged to integrate student-led waste reducƟon acƟviƟes. 

 
2. Waste ReducƟon Data & School CompeƟƟons 
 

 CommiƩee is reviewing baseline waste data from schools. 
 Goal: develop a “Reduce Waste Challenge” where classes or schools compete to 

lower waste output. 
 
3. AcƟve TransportaƟon Partnerships 
 

 A researcher from SFU will work with the Burnaby Youth Sustainability Network 
(BYSN) to explore opportuniƟes for acƟve transportaƟon projects. 

 Focus: safe routes, cycling, and walk-to-school iniƟaƟves. 
 
4. BC School Streets Pilot IniƟaƟve 
 

 Several Burnaby schools will be selected for the BC School Streets pilot, 
temporarily closing traffic in front of schools to improve safety and reduce 
emissions. 

 SelecƟon and implementaƟon expected later this school year. 
 
5. ECHO Makerspace and Repurposing Projects 
 

 Expansion of ECHO makerspace acƟviƟes focused on reusing materials for 
learning. 



 Schools encouraged to collect “loose parts” for use in ADST (Applied Design, 
Skills & Technologies) programs, integraƟng “waste-to-art” concepts. 

 
Corporate Influence in Climate EducaƟon 
 

 CommiƩee discussed the role of corporate-sponsored educaƟonal resources 
(e.g., ForƟsBC and other fossil fuel companies). 

 Concerns raised about the contradicƟon between corporate influence and the 
district’s climate acƟon commitments. 

 RecommendaƟon: DPAC and schools remain mindful of the sources and framing 
of sustainability educaƟon materials. 

 
Next Steps 
 

 ConƟnue monitoring rollout of recycling/compost systems. 
 Follow up with SFU and BYSN on acƟve transportaƟon findings. 
 Support pilot implementaƟon of School Streets. 
 Encourage schools to parƟcipate in creaƟve reuse and ADST “waste-to-art” 

projects. 
 Explore opƟons for independent, non-corporate sustainability resources for 

classrooms. 
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