SOGI Committee Report- September 24, 2025
Paul Kwon, DPAC Member-at-large

Purpose & Opening Message

We opened by acknowledging the increased public attacks on 2SLGBTQ+ inclusion in
education. The tone of the meeting was one of pride in our district’s ongoing
commitment to safe, inclusive learning environments. There was strong appreciation for
the work of Burnaby educators in supporting all students’ right to be seen, respected,
and safe.

Policy & Procedures

Burnaby’s Policy 17 on Sexual Orientation, Gender Identity & Expression is now fully
adopted.

e This policy affirms the district’s belief in broad inclusion.
e [tis actively shaping how we engage in schools, from curriculum to events.

It is supported by Administrative Procedure 403, which provides the nuts and bolts for
implementation (e.g., school-based practices, staff training, how to support students).

Budget

The good news: the SOGI program is funded again this year and can maintain current
services and outreach.

Education & Events

e A cross-district queer student leadership summit is being planned with several
other districts. Schools will be invited to nominate students to attend.

e There will be SOGI-focused professional development days, including learning on
intersectionality and how to better support gender non-conforming youth.

e A SOGI Shout-Out newsletter will continue to be shared within the district to
highlight events and resources.

Key dates to keep in mind:

e Nov 3: Day of Pink (anti-bullying)
e May 17: International Day Against Homophobia, Biphobia and Transphobia Day

Other Updates



e District reps and staff participated in this summer’s Pride Parade and are hoping
for even more visibility and school participation next year.

Closing Reflections

We’re in a good position as a district to not only maintain SOGI programming but also to
build student leadership and parent understanding.

If your PAC would like a presentation from the district on SOGI education or would like to

connect with other parents learning about this area, feel free to reach out and I can help
make that connection.



