
Burnaby School District #41 DPAC Sub Committee Report 

 

Committee Name:  Sustainability Committee​ ​ DPAC Rep Name: Kate McMahon/​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Harinder  Parmar   

Date:  January 16, 2025​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Location:  Burnaby North  

Committee Members Present:  

Peter Cech-Trustee, Roberto Bombelli-Deputy Superintendent, Nick Christofides-Director of 
Instruction, Eliza Brenman-Manager Energy & Sustainability, Maria Perez-Principal, Laurent 
Scaligine-Vice-Principal, Elysha Fong-BTA, Nicole Braun-CUPE, Celeste Howard-CUPE, 
Harinder Parmar & Kate McMahon (via phone) -DPAC 

 

A.​  Setting 4 Potential Buckets of Goals and Targets: 
B.​  
●​ Some resources shared:  

○​ https://cdn.serc.carleton.edu/files/sustainability/activities/mckenzie-mohr_d._fost
ering.pdf 

○​ https://lsf-lst.ca/resources/#database 

C.​ Updates on composting and recycling bins 
●​ Triple garbage, compost/recycling bins will be distributed to highschools and seven 

elementary schools in January 
●​ Signage is being designed to be similar to city signage with good visuals for children 
●​ There does exist baseline measurement to compare progress (existing garbage audit 

data) 

D.​ How to measure progress on targets 
●​ Staff want to narrow down focus to pick one or two areas that can be worked on and 

achieved.  
○​ Eliza will confirm the list of targets and send out before January meeting 

●​ Want to involve students in decision - discussion about balance between empowering 
students with agency in projects and burdening them with the work that should be done 
by leaders 

○​ Key factors in youth climate anxiety are lack of agency and sense of betrayal by 
leadership not doing enough 

○​ We need to lead by example, and be careful to not offload this work to students 
●​ Discussion on having a Pro-D day session on climate change and sustainability for 

teachers 

https://cdn.serc.carleton.edu/files/sustainability/activities/mckenzie-mohr_d._fostering.pdf
https://cdn.serc.carleton.edu/files/sustainability/activities/mckenzie-mohr_d._fostering.pdf
https://lsf-lst.ca/resources/#database
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2667278223000032


E.​ Safe Streets initiative 
●​ City has applied for and received a grant to pilot a safe street for one week next year. 

Committee can help identify appropriate school 

 

1.​ Voting Results/Decisions/ Commitments/ Action items arising out of discussions 
(note who is responsible for carrying out action) 

n/a 

2.​ Outstanding/ deferred agenda items/ issues  

n/a 

Attachments: 

 

 


