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Programs of Choice 
in Burnaby Schools

More detailed information on many of the programs highlighted in 
this presentation can be found on the District’s website by clicking 
on the ‘Programs of Choice’ link or by following this link:

https://burnabyschools.ca/blog/2019/01/17/programs-of-choice/

More information is also available by following the links in this 
presentation.

https://burnabyschools.ca/blog/2019/01/17/programs-of-choice/


The District at a Glance
• 41 Elementary Schools
• 8 Secondary Schools
• Burnaby Online
• Community Schools: 

Byrne Creek, Edmonds, Gilmore, Lochdale, Maywood, Second 
Street, Stoney Creek and Stride Avenue



Redesigned Curriculum in 
Action in Burnaby Schools

So many opportunities…

• Programs of choice are offered to give students the chance 
to excel in specific areas of interest, while fulfilling their 
academic requirements

• Engaging learning opportunities

• Programs of choice allow students to explore their specific 
interests and passions





Educational Enhancement 

• Language Programs
• Advanced Learning



Language Programs

Early / Late French Immersion
Early French Immersion (Kindergarten – Grade 12)
Aubrey, Brantford, Inman, Cascade Heights, Marlborough, 
Seaforth, Sperling & Westridge Elementary, and Alpha, Cariboo 
Hill & Moscrop Secondary

Late French Immersion (Grade 6 – 12)
Armstrong, Capitol Hill & Marlborough 
Elementary, and Alpha, Cariboo Hill & 
Moscrop Secondary

Mandarin Language Arts (Kindergarten – Grade 8)
Forest Grove Elementary & Burnaby Mountain Secondary



Language Programs
Registration Process

• Registration forms accepted between February 1 – 28
• Students need to be registered at their English catchment school
• A completed language application form must be signed by the 

catchment school principal
• The application is then sent electronically by the catchment 

school to the requested French Immersion / Mandarin schools
• Students are selected through a lottery process, which occurs 

early in March
• Students not selected are placed on a waitlist, which is reviewed 

and updated regularly until September 30th

• https://burnabyschools.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/District-
Language-Program-Application-Form-2018.pdf

https://burnabyschools.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/District-Language-Program-Application-Form-2018.pdf


Advanced Learning Programs
Multi-Aged Cluster Class (MACC)
(Grades 4 – 7, Capitol Hill & Suncrest Elementary)
https://burnabyschools.ca/multi-age-cluster-class/
https://blogs.sd41.bc.ca/advancedlearning/about/macc-program/

BETA (Bringing Exceptional Thoughts Alive) Mini School 
(Grades 8 – 11, Alpha Secondary)
https://blogs.sd41.bc.ca/advancedlearning/about/alpha-mini-
school/

• Support high ability learners in environments with like-minded 
peers

• Focus on the development of cognitive, social & emotional 
ability of students

https://burnabyschools.ca/multi-age-cluster-class/
https://blogs.sd41.bc.ca/advancedlearning/about/macc-program/
https://blogs.sd41.bc.ca/advancedlearning/about/alpha-mini-school/


MACC & BETA Mini-School 
Application Process

• Parent information evening held annually in early October
• Application timeline: Mid-October to Mid-November
• Parent, student and school input forms
• Two most recent report cards
• Cognitive assessment 
• Written Essay (BETA Mini-School only)
• Applicants notified by the end of January 



Advanced Learning Programs

Advanced Placement (AP) Capstone Diploma Program 
(Grade 11-12, Burnaby North & Burnaby South Secondary)
https://burnabyschools.ca/ap-coursesap-capstone-diploma-
program/

• An in-depth and rigorous program which engages students in 
university level studies

• Focusses on the development of skills necessary for success in 
post-secondary education

• Compliments our highly successful Advanced Placement 
courses which are offered in each of our secondary schools

https://burnabyschools.ca/ap-coursesap-capstone-diploma-program/


AP Capstone Application Process

• Application timeline: late January to February 25, 2019
• Teacher reference form
• Parent / Guardian Form
• Grade 9 & 10 report cards
• Writing sample
• Application form available online or at Burnaby North and 

South



Arts & Athletics 

• Visual & Performing Arts
• Athletic Academies



Confederation Park Elementary 
Education Through the Arts

• Students and teachers interact with curriculum through the 
arts

• Students develop their craft of music, dance, drama and 
visual arts, as set by the Ministry of Education curriculum

• Cross-District Transfer Process
• https://burnabyschools.ca/cross-district-transfer/

https://burnabyschools.ca/cross-district-transfer/


Athletic Academies

• SFU Swim 
https://athletics.sfu.ca/sports/2018/5/18/SWIM_0710124007.aspx?path=mswim

• SFU Soccer
https://athletics.sfu.ca/sports/2012/7/10/MSOC_0710124007.aspx?path=msoc

• Hockey – Skills Development at Burnaby North Secondary
http://www.burnabynorthhockey.com/#!

• Hockey – Burnaby Winter Club at Burnaby Central Secondary
https://www.burnabywinterclub.com/academy

• Volleyball Academy
https://burnabyschools.ca/sports-programs/volleyball/

• Lacrosse Academy
https://burnabyschools.ca/sports-programs/lacrosse/
https://sfulacrosse.com/2018/09/02/sfu-lacrosse-names-terrio-sobey-as-head-
coaches-of-inaugural-burnaby-schools-academy/

https://athletics.sfu.ca/sports/2018/5/18/SWIM_0710124007.aspx?path=mswim
https://athletics.sfu.ca/sports/2012/7/10/MSOC_0710124007.aspx?path=msoc
http://www.burnabynorthhockey.com/
https://www.burnabywinterclub.com/academy
https://burnabyschools.ca/sports-programs/volleyball/
https://burnabyschools.ca/sports-programs/lacrosse/
https://sfulacrosse.com/2018/09/02/sfu-lacrosse-names-terrio-sobey-as-head-coaches-of-inaugural-burnaby-schools-academy/


Volleyball Academy

Volleyball (Volleyball Canada’s Regional Excellence Program) –
Cariboo Hill Secondary 
• Focusses on overall skill set, positional training, strength and 

conditioning
• Academy Stream – for students in grades 8 – 12 with a desire to 

learn volleyball skills
• Elite Stream – for students in grades 9 – 12 with a desire to pursue 

high performance skills

https://burnabyschools.ca/sports-programs/volleyball/

https://burnabyschools.ca/sports-programs/volleyball/


Lacrosse Academy

SFU Field Lacrosse – in partnership with Cariboo Hill Secondary
• Focusses on technical skill development, strength and 

conditioning as well as game analysis
• An option for students in grades 8 – 12

https://burnabyschools.ca/sports-programs/lacrosse/
https://sfulacrosse.com/2018/09/02/sfu-lacrosse-names-terrio-
sobey-as-head-coaches-of-inaugural-burnaby-schools-
academy/

https://burnabyschools.ca/sports-programs/lacrosse/
https://sfulacrosse.com/2018/09/02/sfu-lacrosse-names-terrio-sobey-as-head-coaches-of-inaugural-burnaby-schools-academy/


Technology Academies

Academies at Cariboo Hill Secondary School
• Digipen gaming (Grades 8 – 12) 

Focusing on game design, animation, computer science, sound 
design and computer engineering
https://burnabyschools.ca/careereducation/digipen-gaming-
academy/

• Microsoft Office (Grades 8 – 12)
Certification program related to the Microsoft Office Desktop suite of 
applications
https://burnabyschools.ca/careereducation/microsoft-office-
specialist-certification/

Cross-District transfer process required for those students residing outside 
the Cariboo Hill Secondary catchment area.

https://burnabyschools.ca/careereducation/digipen-gaming-academy/
https://burnabyschools.ca/careereducation/microsoft-office-specialist-certification/


Career Education

Awareness  Exploration  Experience
Awareness  Exploration  Experience



Digital Animation Program 
• Grade 6/7 Student Enrichment
• Foundational Digital Animation skills
• In partnership with Vancouver Animation School

Palo Alto Cyber Security Academy 
• 16 credits
• Foundational Computer Science skills
• Grades 10 - 12
• Palo Alto Networks Cyber Security Associate (PCCSA) 

Certification 

Technology Programs



Technology Programs

Robotics (Mechatronics)
• 16 credits
• Focus on programming specific to automation, 

hardware control & manufacturing industries
• Students build industry connections through work 

experience placements

Film & Broadcast
• 16 credits
• Highlights all aspects of film production and broadcasting
• Partnerships with BCIT & Global News



Graphics & Media Arts
• 16 Graduation Credits
• Adobe Photoshop, Illustrator, InDesign, Flash, Final Cut Pro
• Grades 11-12
• May earn post-secondary credits

Cisco Networking Academy
• 20 Graduation Credits
• Computer Networking skills
• Grades 11 - 12
• Leads to Industry Certification 

Technology Programs



Skills Exploration 9/10

Construction Trades Modules
• Carpentry, Plumbing, Electrical
• Drafting & Design, Robotics, Electronics
• Metal Fabrication, Cabinetry, Automotive

Services & Hospitality Modules
• Baking, Cooking
• Tourism, Textiles, Entrepreneurship
• Locally Developed Options



Trades Programs

Service Trades
• Earn level 1 of technical training
• 16 - 28 credits
• Programs hosted in Burnaby:

• 3 Auto Service programs, Hairstyling,
Landscape Horticulturist, Professional Cook

Construction Trades
• Earn level 1 of technical training
• Up to 20 credits
• Programs hosted in Burnaby:

• Carpenter, Construction Electrician, Metal Fabricator, 
Motorcycle Technician, Plumber, Sheet Metal Worker



Apprenticeship

• The Apprenticeship system provides 
one-on-one instruction and valuable 
mentorship for students

• Student Apprentices gain important 
industry experience and  training, earn 
wages while completing Graduation 
credits



Specialist Career Training

Tourism & Event Management
• 16 credits
• 120 hours of work experience
• Students earn Industry Certifications such as:

• Serving it Right and Hospitality Today

Fitness Instructor
• 20 credits
• 120 hours of work experience
• Earn Industry Certifications such as:

• Achieve Emergency First Aid & CPR Certification



Other Secondary Programs

Awareness  Exploration  ExperienceBusiness Summit Any Secondary School

ConnEx Burnaby Mountain Secondary

Engineering Summit Cariboo Hill

Health Sciences Any Secondary*

Rethink Burnaby North Secondary

Steam Byrne Creek



Upcoming Events

Parents As Career Coaches
SUPPORT YOUR CHILD IN MAKING INFORMED DECISIONS
Tuesday, February 5, 2019 from 6:30-9:30pm 
Burnaby Central Secondary 6011 Deer Lake Parkway
Refreshments prepared by students from the Professional Cook Program

For more information email: careereducation@burnabyschools.ca



Secondary Alternate Programs

The goal of our Secondary Alternate Programs is to support all 
students with a pathway to high school graduation and to ensure 
all students have the skills to be successful in life beyond school. 

We offer a number of different Learning Pathways to support 
students who are not currently experiencing success within a 
regular school setting.



Secondary Alternate Programs

All programs are referral based, with students entering the 
programs either through referral from the District Intervention 
Committee, self-referral, or referral through school based team at 
their home school.

Many of our programs have developed collaborative partnerships 
with community partners, including MCFD, St Leonard’s Society, 
Purpose Society and Take a Hike Foundation.

These secondary programs offer a variety of learning and social 
emotional supports to provide students within individualized 
programs to meet their unique needs. 



Bridge Programs

Transition programs for students requiring support as they enter 
high school. Students’ core academics are provided by Bridge 
Program Teachers, while electives are taken outside of the Bridge 
classroom. The goal of these programs is to transition students out 
of alternative environments and provide them the skills to be 
successful in a regular classroom.

Burnaby North (grades 7-9) – 10 
students
1.71 FTE Teaching Staffing
1 YES Worker

Burnaby South (grades 7-9) – 11 
students
1.71 FTE Teaching Staffing
1 YES Worker



Outlook Secondary Program

Operated in partnership with St. Leonard’s Society, Outlook 
provides educational service to students experiencing challenges 
across multiple domains. Core academics and electives are 
provided by the program teacher. 

Outlook Secondary (grades 8-12) – 10 students
• 1 FTE Teacher
• Program Coordinator and Youth Workers provided by  St 

Leonard's Society



Royal Oak Secondary Program

The Royal Oak Secondary Program supports students who are 
experiencing a lack of success with school due to a multitude of 
challenges. Academics, as well as social emotional supports, are 
provided to ensure each student is given the chance to succeed.

Royal Oak Secondary (grades 10-12) – 34 students
• 3 FTE Teachers
• 1 Youth Engagement Worker



Youth Hub Secondary Program

The HUB is operated in partnership with Lower Mainland Purpose 
Society and provides support to students who have withdrawn 
from school or have a history or non-engagement/non-
attendance. The program provides wrap around support to help 
students achieve success.

Burnaby Youth HUB Secondary (grades 10-12) – 54 students
• 3 FTE Teachers
• 1 Youth Engagement Worker



Take A Hike Secondary Program

Operated in partnership with Take a Hike Foundation. TAH 
provides an outdoor experiential approach to learning, that 
combines outdoor and multi day trips, with academics and 
counselling support to empower students to find success. The Take 
a Hike Foundation funds an Adventure Based Learning Specialist 
and Therapist.

Take a Hike Secondary (grades 10-12) – 18 students
• 1 FTE Teacher
• 1 Youth Engagement Worker



Young Parents Program

Provides childcare support to young parents, so they are able to 
pursue their academic goals at Burnaby South. Teacher and 
Youth care worker provide instruction around parenting skills and 
family development to ensure students and their young families 
are thriving.

Young Parents Program – 6 students
• 1 FTE Teacher
• 1 Youth Engagement Worker



School To Work Program

Provides service to non-graduated grade 12 students who require 
a transition to Adult Education. Instruction is provided to students 
through course offerings at Schou Education Centre, as well as 
through the Reboot Program at Douglas College, to provide 
students with credits toward their Dogwood or Adult Dogwood 
Program. 

School to Work (grade 12)
• 1.29 FTE Teachers


